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Funck-Brentano  et  al.,  the  risks  of  cardiac  adverse
events  associated  with  hydroxychloroquine  during  the
COVID-19  pandemic  were  increased  for  several  reasons
(hypokalaemia,  increase  of  interleukin-6,  co-prescription
with  QT-prolonging  drugs. .  .) [9].  The  characteristics  of  a
disease  (here  COVID-19)  including  pulmonary  and  extrapul-
monary  manifestations  (for  review  see  Gupta  et  al.  [10]) can
modify  the  profile  of  adverse  effects  or  their  characteristics
in  terms  of  frequency  or  severity  of  a  drug,  even  used  for  a
very  long  time  in  another  indication.

As  consequence,  a  cautious  approach  should  be  followed
with  the  initiation  of  NSAIDs  for  fever  or  cough  related
to  COVID-19  due  to  the  increased  risk  of  the  well-known
adverse  effects  of  NSAIDs  in  the  specific  setting  of  COVID-
19  in  addition  to  the  possible  risk  of  worsening  the  disease.
The  existence  of  a  safer  alternative  (i.e.,  paracetamol  at  the
recommended  dose)  makes  this  recommendation  of  common
sense  even  more  legitimate.
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